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Disability Rights Florida opposes iBudget Name Change

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jan. 16, 2024

Tallahassee, FL – Disability Rights Florida (DRF) has deep concerns about the Agency for Healthcare Administration’s (AHCA) proposed name change of the Medicaid Developmental Disabilities (“iBudget”) Waiver to the “Unique Abilities Individual Budgeting Waiver.”

These proposed changes include:
· Changing the title of the iBudget Waiver from the “Developmental Disabilities Individual Budgeting Waiver” to the “Unique Abilities Individual Budgeting Waiver.”

· Changing the name of the iBudget Waiver’s “waitlist” to a “pre-enrollment category,” which is required, in order to reflect a naming change made in state law earlier this year.

Disability Rights Florida believes in the autonomy of people with disabilities and respects each individual’s personal preferred terms to describe their disability. However, excluding the term “disability” from disability agencies, programs, and services creates room for
ambiguity in the state’s provision and delivery of vital services upon which thousands of
Floridians depend. As it stands, the current name “Developmental Disabilities Individual Budgeting Waiver” adequately reflects the waiver’s function, to serve what the state of Florida defines as its developmentally disabled population.

Eliminating the term “disability” from this critical agency will only make it harder and even more confusing for people with disabilities to find the information and care they need. “Disabled,” “disability,” and related terms are universally familiar to the public and embedded in our laws. The same cannot be said for euphemisms, which by nature of their use and application, are open to interpretation.

Large scale changes to disability agency names and services like this must include authentic and widespread input and feedback from the disability community. In fact, it is a large part of the reason that laws such as the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) contain these specific terms. These laws expelled outdated and harmful language, such as the R word, and put “disabled” and “disability” in place to usher in a new era of disability rights and respect. 

Peter Sleasman, executive director of Disability Rights Florida said, “The case for using the term ‘disability’ isn’t and shouldn’t be seen as merely a matter of preference. The words we use deserve careful consideration as they have the power to shape our laws and society.” 

The disability community adopted the slogan "nothing about us without us" to remind others that people with disabilities should be included in policy discussions about them. In this instance, meaningful input prior to this legislation should have been collected regarding how language changes such as "disabilities" to "unique abilities" or "waitlist" to "pre-enrollment list" make affected people feel and impact the discourse around the very real barriers they face. 

Or, to truly serve the disability community, Florida should focus its full efforts on eliminating the 22,000-person waitlist instead of making unnecessary changes to the waiver’s title.

Since AHCA chose to exclude the voices of those this change affects, DRF encourages Floridians with disabilities to tell the agency what they think about the language changes to the iBudget Waiver. Comments can be submitted through this easy-to-use form.


###

Disability Rights Florida was founded in 1977 as the designated protection and advocacy system for individuals with disabilities in the state of Florida. The nonprofit organization provides legal and advocacy services to people with disabilities at no cost through the authority and responsibility of nine federal grants. DRF’s mission: Disability Rights Florida advocates, educates, investigates, and litigates to protect and advance the rights, dignity, equal opportunities, self-determination and choices for all people with disabilities.
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