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Disability Rights Florida is a non-profit 
organization funded by a variety of 

sources. For a complete list of funders, go 
to www.disabilityrightsflorida.org/funders. 
The information provided herein does not 
constitute legal representation or advice.

ADVOCACY. EQUALITY. DIGNITY.

Disability Rights Florida was founded in 
1977 as the designated Protection and 
Advocacy (P&A) system for individuals 

with disabilities in the State of Florida. The 
P&A system exists to ensure the safety, 
well-being, and success of people with 

disabilities.

Are You 
Prepared for an 
Emergency?

Emergency 
Preparedness for 
People with Access 
and Functional NeedsIt is critical that all residents 

have a plan in case of disasters. 

It is even more important 

for people with access and 

functional needs to take 

the proper steps to prepare 

themselves in the event of a 

disaster or other emergency.

Build your family emergency 

plan today at 

www.floridadisaster.org/
planprepare.

https://www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare


REQUEST ASSISTANCE

TOLL FREE: 800-342-0823
TTY: 800-346-4127
ONLINE: www.
DisabilityRightsFlorida.org/intake

For detailed information on 
emergency preparedness planning 
tools, instructions  
and helpful hints, visit  
www.DisabilityRightsFlorida.org/
disasterprep. 

Services are free and confidential.

HOW DO I REGISTER 
FOR THE SPECIAL NEEDS 
REGISTRY?
The Special Needs Registry is kept by the 
Florida Department of Health. It helps 
emergency workers locate individuals and 
understand each person’s unique needs. Once 
you register, your county will contact you 
to discuss your individual sheltering needs. 
Registration can be found at  
snr.flhealthresponse.com.

WHAT SERVICES DOES MY 
COUNTY OFFER?
Whether you are on the Special Needs Registry 
or not, your county may offer helpful services, 
such as access to a special needs shelter or 
transportation from your home to a shelter.  
Ask your county’s Emergency Management 
Division representative for details. For contact 
information, visit  
www.floridadisaster.org/counties.

WHAT HAPPENS TO MY 
PET OR SERVICE ANIMAL?
People who have pets must have a plan 
during a disaster that includes those pets. 
The Pets Evacuation and Transportation 
Standards Act of 2006 requires that state 
and local emergency plans address the 
needs of individuals with pets. Service 
animals are not pets and all shelters must 
allow service animals.

WHAT SHOULD I KEEP IN 
MY EMERGENCY KIT?
When a disaster strikes, it is likely you 
will not have time to shop for essential 
items. That is why it is critical that every 
household assemble an emergency kit 
ahead of time and keep it current. A list of 
basic items to include in your emergency 
kit can be found at 
www.floridadisaster.org/planprepare/
hurricane-supply-checklist.

Emergency Preparedness for People with Access and Functional Needs

https://disabilityrightsflorida.org/disability-topics/category/disaster_and_emergency_planning

